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ALLIED: MONTHLY BULLETIN ISSUED BY IMCTC

SECRETARY GENERAL MEETS MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE AND CHIEF OF DEFENSE FORCE OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES

Mariya Ahmed Didi, Minister of Defense of the Republic of Maldives, received IMCTC Secre-
tary-General Major-General Mohammed Saeed Al-Moghedi, Tuesday, January 25 of 2022 at the 
Ministry Headquarters in Maldives Capital Malé. Major General Al-Moghedi met Major General 
Abdulla Shamaal, Chief of Defense Force of the Maldives, the same day.
Major-General Al-Moghedi conveyed greetings from HRH Mohammed Bin Salman, Crown Prince, 
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defense of Saudi Arabia, and Chairman of IMCTC Ministers of 
Defense Council, at both meetings. He discussed the means of collaboration and relations rein-
forcement in order to achieve the counter-terrorism desired goals. He also discussed the recent 
updates regarding IMCTC counter-terrorism initiatives and strategy, asserting the significance of 
the collaborative efforts of the Republic of Maldives—IMCTC Member State and Member of a num-
ber of counter-terrorism organizations—in undermining extremism and terrorism.
The Secretary-General visited the National Counter-Terrorism Center (NCTC) in Malé on January 
26, 2022. He received a detailed presentation by officials on NCTC counter-terrorism efforts, and 
they discussed means of collaboration between IMCTC and NCTC.
This visit was made to keep with the IMCTC's commitment to form strategic partnerships with 
Member States, supporting States, and international organizations. This is to elevate capacities, 
exchange the best information, practices, and expertise in the counter-terrorism field, and support 
international efforts aimed at maintaining international peace and security.

As part of the Ministry of Defense Cup in Hurdle 
Jump Championship, held at the Equestrian Club, 
King Abdulaziz Military Academy, January 6–8, 
2022, IMCTC presented the IMCTC Cup to the win-
ners of its round on the second day. The Cup and 
awards were handed over by IMCTC Secretary-Gen-
eral to the winning horsemen. Details 4 - 5

IMCTC CUP OF HURDLE JUMP CHAMPIONSHIP
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DIFFICULTIES OF ENGAGMENT 
THE ARMED FORCES IN 
COUNTERTERRORISM

CYBER EXTREMISM 
CHALLENGES AND 

COUNTER-APPROACHES

IMCTC AGENDA 2022 OF 
ANNUAL EVENTS

BRUNEI SAFE OASIS IN  
TURBULENT REGION



ACTIVITIES

IMCTC On Wednesday, January 19, 2022 announced the IMCTC 
Agenda 2022 of Annual Events in the first meeting of the Ministers 
of Defence Council. At the outset, a few words were quoted from 
HRH Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, Crown Prince, Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister of Defense of Saudi Arabia, and Chairman 
of IMCTC Ministers of Defense Council, emphasizing that:

The IMCTC Secretary-General, Ma. Gen. Mohammed Saeed 
Al-Moghedi, made a speech introducing the Agenda, in which he 
noted that Islamic States are the hardest hit by terrorism threats, 
and that many have suffered negative consequences on social 
development and growth. He added that the battle against violent 
extremism is no easy task, but it is a battle to be won with joint 
efforts serious coordination.

He also stated that Military confrontations and security solutions 
are no longer enough to end violent extremism. It is important to 
adopt a different approach with more positive outcomes to impede 
violent extremist ideology and neutralize or reduce the risks of ter-
rorism through launching specialized and professional programs 

within integral efforts that go hand-in-hand with the military and 
security efforts. Accordingly, an annual activities and events agen-
da is prepared to be implemented jointly with all Member State 
delegates and other counter-terrorism experts and specialists.

Pillars and Goals
The IMCTC Agenda comprises three key pillars and six goals:

Quality of lectures, seminars, and work sessions in order to ensure 
efficient implementation of the Agenda to make the best use of 
what is delivered.

• Diversity of activities across various domains that serve the 
IMCTC and achieve its goals.

• Comprehensiveness to cover all four IMCTC domains within 
future activities and events in order to achieve strategic goals.

• Clarity: clarifying concepts, issues, historic development, 
and consequent violent acts of ideological extremism, and 
uncovering determinants and features of extremist groups 
and their leadership approaches, ideological activities, and 
military means.

• Knowledge: identifying the sources of terrorist financing and 
fighting them through proactive measures and suitable means 
that comply with international standards and regulations.

• Development: developing skills necessary to prevent or limit 
violent behavior and minimize extremist ideology.

• Improvement: improving skills that contribute to fighting me-
dia and cyber terrorism and identifying extremist polarization 
and recruitment approaches via new media.

• Exchange: exchanging military expertise in tracking down 
terrorist groups and monitoring their military means.

• Polarization: polarizing contemporary terrorism experts to 
benefit from their expertise in the fields of information gath-
ering and analysis, terrorist threats related data processing, 
evolving methods and policies for counter-terrorism, and 

" Today more than forty Islamic States are sending 
a very strong signal that they will work in tandem 
and coordinate very strongly to support each 
other's efforts in the political, intellectual, milita-
ry, financial, and intelligence domains. Each state 
will do its utmost in every domain as per its capa-
bilities and potentials. And today we confirm that 
Islamic States will pursue such terrorism until it 
disappears completely from the face of the earth".

IMCTC AGENDA 2022 OF ANNUAL 
EVENTS COMES TO LIGHT
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ACTIVITIES

training experts and cadres specialized in the field, in the in-
terest of Member States.

Events and Activities
The IMCTC Agenda includes a number of counter-terrorism themes 
in different fields in line with two types of events and activities:

First: sustainable events and activities that are planned through-
out the year and carried out according to a pre-prepared plan: 
lectures, seminars, training sessions, visits, work sessions, and 
interviews with experts.

Second: additional supportive events and activities as dictated by 
the emerging reality and public interest: conferences, scientific 
forums, studies and research, international experiments, and par-
ticipation in exhibitions.

The IMCTC secretariat encourages the Member States delegates 
to conduct specialized and in-depth research studies on the four 
IMCTC domains, which are reliable for achieving the IMCTC goals, 
and follow scholarly research methodology. These researches 
shall be reviewed by a scientific committee, and the three top 
researches in each field shall be nominated for awards and publi-
cation among IMCTC publications.

There is no doubt that these events and activities along with the 
IMCTC Agenda pillars and goals will add value to the Agenda and 
confirm the attention devoted by IMCTC to counter-terrorism 
through providing maximum information, knowledge, expertise, 
and skills to Member States delegates in order to fight violent ex-
tremism wisely and professionally.

Implementation and Assessment
For the sake of ensured quality when it comes to the implemen-
tation of the Agenda and achieving its goals, the IMCTC Agenda 
has bound all (ideological, media, combating terrorist financing, 

military) departments with an effective implementation method 
comprising a number of steps:

• Making sure that the scientific content complies with IMCTC 
policy;

• Involving experienced and competent Member States dele-
gates in counter-terrorism fields;

• Checking if the means to carry out the activity are available 
before the commencement of the program;

• Making sure that the plan is implemented in line with the end 
goal, and assessing the strengths to enhance them and the 
weaknesses to address them;

• A survey is to be prepared by the Events Department and 
handed over to the attendees prior to the event for evalua-
tion. Then, the survey is to be assessed, the results are to be 
submitted to those in charge of the event. A final evaluation 
of all activities and events implemented over the year is to be 
prepared;

• A brief report documenting the event is to be written by the 
Research and Studies Department, handed out to the par-
ticipants and Member States delegates, and archived at the 
IMCTC Office.

All the IMCTC Agenda events and activities are subject to scientif-
ic review following pre-set scientific criteria in order to assess 
strengths to enhance them and the weaknesses to avoid them. 
The review shall be a two-stage process: the first is immediately 
after every event; and the second is by the end of the year of the 
relevant activities and events. The Executive Supervisor then pres-
ents a comprehensive report on the de facto implementation of the 
events immediately upon completion, including the pros, cons and 
recommendations.

IMCTC ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS PLAN

Clarity Development Exchange

Knowledge Improvement Polarization
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PARTICIPATIONS

Championship Runs
The tournament opened in the Equestrian 
Club on January 6 of 2022 and continued 
till January 8, 2022. It included the Minis-
try of Defense Cup, IMCTC Cup, the Martyrs 
of Duty Cup, the Bouwasq Company Cup, 
the Al-Hanaki Foundation for Trading Cup, 
the It is Our Home Cup, the Tuwaiq Cup, 
and Generations Cup.

Dozens of national jockeys competed in 
the tournament, which was launched in 
coordination with the Ministry of Sports, 
represented by the Saudi Equestrian 
Federation, in the presence of a number 
of employees of the Armed Forces and 
residents of the college. Special sections 
as well as a number of other activities 
were prepared this year for horse-riding 
enthusiasts from the audience.

Authentic Sport
This championship is based on the King-
dom’s 2030 vision of interest in sports, 
deeply establishing the Kingdom’s history 
of horse riding and its outstanding con-
tribution to the conquests of the founding 
King, Abdulaziz bin Abdul Rahman bin 

Saud, may his soul rest in peace, and the 
interest of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques, King Salman bin Abdulaziz, and 
His Highness the Crown Prince, Prince 
Muhammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, in 
this authentic Arab sport. King Abdulaziz 
Military College has constructed a club 
equipped with the highest infrastructure 
requirements, conforming to the highest 
international standards; it used to hold 
the Ministry of Defense Showjumping 

Cup under the supervision of the Saudi 
Equestrian Federation, and it hosted many 
jockeys of all ages and levels.

 This tournament highlights the interest of 
the Ministry of Defense in this time-hon-
ored sport and raises the spirit of com-
petition among citizens in representing 
the Kingdom in international forums. 
The Equestrian Club at King Abdulaziz 
College possesses a number of purebred 
Arabian horses, such as show horses 

Secretary-General of IMCTC, Major-Ge-
neral Mohammed Saeed Al-Moghedi, 
crowned IMCTC winners of the Ministry 
of Defense Showjumping Cup, which 
was held at the Equestrian Club at King 
Abdulaziz Military College. The knights 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia won 
the first three places on the second day 
of the competition for the IMCTC race. 
They are Muhammad Al Hadi, first place, 
Abdullah Al AlSheikh, second place, and 
Khaled Al-Buraq, third place, while Anas 
Al-Harith from The Kingdom of Morocco 
ranked fourth, and Nasser Al Shawwaf 
from Saudi Arabia came fifth.

AS PART OF THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE CUP IN HURDLE 
JUMP CHAMPIONSHIP, IMCTC SECRETARY GENERAL HANDS 

OVER AWARDS TO THE WINNERS OF IMCTC ROUND
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for official occasions and training horses 
that compete in local and international 
championships. King Abdulaziz Military 
College hosted many tournaments such as 
the International Challenge Championship, 
the Islamic Championship, the Ministry of 
Defense Cup Championship, the Ministry of 
Agriculture Cup Championship, the Ministry 
of Interior Championship, and the Found-
er’s Cup Championship.

Brief History
The Equestrian Club was founded in 1993 
and opened in 1996 under the patronage 
of His Highness Prince Fahad bin Abdul-
lah Al Saud, Assistant Minister of Defense 

and Aviation for Civil Aviation Affairs at 
the time, on behalf of His Royal Highness 
Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Min-
ister of Defense and Aviation and Inspector 
General, may God have mercy on him. His 
Highness then honored, with his presence, 
the closing ceremony of the International 
Showjumping Championship, which was 
the first tournament to be held on this field. 
Since then, the club has included a group 
of purebred Arabian horses and a group 
of knights who have achieved advanced 
positions in various championships and 
have contributed to raising the name of 
the Armed and College Forces in local 
and international forums. The club holds 

many training courses for college students, 
members of the Armed Forces, and inter-
ested members of the college.

Championships and Awards
The Equestrian Club at King Abdulaziz 
Military College has achieved advanced po-
sitions in many tournaments such as King 
Abdulaziz Cup, the Ministry of Defense Cup, 
five times, the Ministry of Education Cup, 
twice, the Solidarity Against Terrorism Cup, 
the National Anti-Terrorism Campaign Cup, 
the Land Forces Commander’s Cup, The Is-
lamic Championship Cup, the Saudi Eques-
trian Federation’s Shield, and the National 
Martyrs’ Cup. The club’s riders qualified for 
the World Cup at the end of 2021.

PARTICIPATIONS

Premier
Mohammed Al-Hadi

Second Place
Abdullah Al Ash-Sheikh

Third Place
Khaled Al-Buraq

Fourth Place
Anas Al-Harith

Fifth Place
Nassir Al-Shawaff
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LECTURES

CHALLENGES OF ENGAGMENT THE ARMED 
FORCES IN COUNTERTERRORISM

Lieutenant-Colonel Hamid Karim Bieg, Delegate of the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan to IMCTC, delivered a keynote lecture themed 
THE CHALLENGES OF ENGAGING THE ARMED FORCES IN SUP-
PORT OF CIVIL AUTHORITIES IN THE FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM, 
January 4, 2022, at the IMCTC's headquarters in Riyadh. The 
presentation covered the key roadblocks to enlisting the Armed 
Forces assistance in supporting civil authority, as well as related 
topics such stabilization operations, civic assistance, and the re-
turn to normalcy.

CHANGING NATURE
Lieutenant-Colonel Bieg first emphasized the changing nature of 
warfare depending on the different time, place, circumstances and 
ideas, the development of weapons and equipment, and the nature 
of the security threats facing countries. He referred to five gener-
ations of these wars:

First generation: Conventional wars between regular armies, 
based on direct confrontation, with conventional weapons, on a 
specific battlefield.

Second generation: gang wars and trenches, similar to the wars 
of the first generation, but occurring under conditions that are 
not propitious for the regular army, and they are more capable of 
causing harm to the opponent.

Third generation: maneuver wars, which are called "preventive or 
preemptive wars", and are characterized by flexibility and speed in 
movement, and the use of the element of surprise.

Fourth generation: rebellion wars, which are asymmetrical wars, 
including the war on terrorism, in which various means are used 
such as traditional and new media and the use of intelligence op-
erations and civil society.

Fifth generation: hybrid warfare, which takes place when a reg-
ular army is unable to defeat a foe fighting an irregular war with 
novel concepts. It's a hybrid of civil war, revolution, and guerilla 
warfare. Individuals and non-governmental organizations are 

attempting to gain access to advanced knowledge and contem-
porary technology in order to utilize them as offensive weapons.

HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTION
Lieutenant-Colonel Bieg emphasized the role of national power in 
the fight against terrorism, including diplomatic efforts, cyberse-
curity, and traditional and new media. He went on to say that the 
military's response to this threat is based on coordination and 
collaboration with these groups, and that it is first and foremost 
a humanitarian intervention, with the goal of protecting civilians, 
restoring security, stability, and returning things to normal.

In the same vein, he stated that this intervention should be done in 
conformity with the constitution and the law, and that if internation-
al forces are deployed, they should be approved by the UN or by 
bilateral or multilateral accords. The goal is to help governments 
increase their capacities, impose order, restore essential services, 
reconstruct institutions, promote development initiatives, aid di-
saster relief efforts, and attract international support and aid.

The war on terrorism, according to Lieutenant-Colonel Bieg, is 
a long-term conflict that necessitates time, patience, and real 
determination; attaining long-term peace, building infrastructure, 
and ensuring security are all critical components of the war's 
concept of triumph.

Furthermore, the military participation in anti-terrorist measures 
as a humanitarian intervention goes through three stages:

Justice before warfare: It is founded on compelling arguments 
that justify armed participation within the framework of lawful 
power as a last resort.

Justice during warfare. During a conflict, justice means avoiding 
collateral damage, carrying out the process in accordance with 
the idea of proportionality, and treating prisoners of war fairly.

Justice after warfare: Reconstruction, peacekeeping, support to 
civil authorities, and transition to civilian governance are all part 
of post-war justice. 
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LECTURES

MILITARY AND CIVIL COORDINATION
In order to arrive at successful plans in combating the threat of 
terrorism, prior coordination and full cooperation between the 
military authorities, the civil authorities, the local community, and 
the joint government agencies is required. The development of a 
plan for the transition of power from the civilian armed forces to 
the military upon completion of the mission is required for success 
in this task, as is good preparation, adherence to order, following 
procedures, anticipating changes in the nature of war, and that the 
intervention of the armed forces be within the framework of the 
state's legitimacy and order. There should be a clear plan for the 
transition of power from the civilian authority upon the consum-
mation of the mission. While the US Army sees these operations as 
military operations rather than actual war, the British Army sees 
them as peace support operations.

Lieutenant-Colonel Bieg also indicated that the method of inter-
vention of the armed forces in the fight against terrorism includes 
the following:

Cleansing: purging the area from all terrorist elements.

Control: the full control of the armed forces over the place or area.

Transition: the transition from a turbulent state to a safe and stable state.

Construction: addressing the effects of destruction and damage 
resulting from the clashes, which were destroyed by the terrorist 
fighters, and rebuilding the area in a way that does not allow the 
return of these extremist groups.

Lieutenant-Colonel Bieg talked about the "Swat Valley" region in 
northeastern Pakistan as an example of a procedure for defeating 
terrorism, which included this strategy. The region was a strong-
hold of terrorists who committed a variety of crimes, including 
killing residents, intimidating the community, damaging schools, 
and prohibiting girls from receiving an education, which prompted 
Pakistani authorities to take firm action against the threat. In col-
laboration with the authorities, the armed forces were successful 
in eradicating all terrorist elements and restoring what had been 
destroyed during the hostilities. Life has returned to normal in 
the valley, residents and merchants have resumed their normal 
activities, and the town has re-emerged as an important economic 
centre and a safe haven for tourists.

CHALLENGES AND DANGERS
Armed forces participation in regional and international efforts to 
combat terrorism is a well-known fact, but it comes with its own 
set of challenges and dangers, including the use of force only as 
a last resort, adequate training in these tasks, prior planning, and 
coordination with relevant parties. Isolating terrorists from the 
population is a successful solution in combating terrorism, but the 
ideal solution is to dry up the sources of terrorism, eliminate its 
causes, maintain public trust and support, enhance social harmo-
ny, and develop positive feelings, while narrowing the spaces for 
anti-state elements, as well as managing the displaced and their 
camps, and establishing activities that they practice within these 
camps to make them an active group in society.
Lieutenant-Colonel Bieg further explained that terrorist groups 
are always interested in crucial and influential goals in order to 
break societies' will, as seen by Boko Haram's activities in Nigeria 
and the Houthi group's strikes in Yemen. These organizations have 
excellent terrain knowledge, allowing them to traverse across 
state borders and expand their guns and drug trafficking opera-
tions. They employ cutting-edge technology to disseminate their 
beliefs and ideas, and they propagate false narratives and lies in 
order to influence the public, necessitating society's immunization 
against propaganda and coordination with the media so that media 
follow-up becomes professionally supportive.

Recommendations
Finally, the lecturer suggested that the IMCTC efforts include 
short-term measures such as documenting armies' efforts in 
the face of terrorism, paying attention to recommendations and 
lessons learned from these encounters, and raising awareness 
through sessions, seminars, and lectures delivered by specialized 
experts with knowledge and expertise.
Others are long-term, requiring the establishment of a centre of 
excellence within IMCTC to study aspects of military-civilian co-
operation, provide support to member countries and supporting 
countries in this regard, and collaborate with international part-
ners to provide the best experiences and practices. 
In the discussion that followed the lecture, the IMCTC military 
commander, General Rahel Sharif, suggested referring to and 
benefiting by the International Crisis Group's studies on military 
intervention to combat terrorism, because of the perceptions and 
analyses they offer about military-terrorist conflict.

MECHANISM OF ARMED 
FORCES INTERVENTION IN 

COUNTERTERRORISM

CONSTRUCTION AND 
RESTORING THE 

AREA TO NORMALCY 
AS BEFORE THE 

TURMOIL

TRANSITION FROM 
INSTABILITY TO 
SECURITY AND 

STABILITY

COMPLETE CONTROL 
OF THE REGION

CLEANSING THE RE-
GION OF TERRORIST 

ELEMENTS
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LECTURES

IMCTC held, January 19 of 2022, at its headquarters in Riyadh, 
an event, featuring ONLINE EXTREMISM: CHALLENGE AND COUN-
TERING APPROACH by Dr. Fayez Abdullah Al-Shehri, Member of 
Saudi Shura Council and expert at online media. And manage the 
meeting the director of the intellectual department, Dr. Mansour 
bin Saeed Al-Qarni.

Al-Shehri discussed with the delegates of the IMCTC Member 
States the emergence of cyber extremism, extremist character 
formation online, features of online extremist content, challenges 
of cyber counter-terrorism and counter-extremism, and means of 
reinforcement and prevention against extremist ideology.

Extremism in Information Age
Al-Shehri tackled the human intellect phases from myth to reality, 
passing through philosophy and its relationship with the devel-
opment of communication means. He also analyzed the commu-
nication variants of the modern society, which have changed the 
sources of influence on the public opinion and how it is formed, 
starting from traditional media owned by the governments and co-
managed by the elites, to the technological revolution that started 
with the emergence of laptops in the 1980s, then the digital revolu-
tion in the 1990s that coined the term "digital public opinion". This 
concept has arisen and grown with trends being shaped in a new 
communicative environment that does not submit to authority, 
elites, or community institutions responsible for social control and 
culture dissemination. They rather submit to international trading 
companies, such as Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube, which define 
the content requirements, and can control the views and informa-
tion that their users are exposed to via complex algorithms.

Al-Shehri further addressed the drawbacks of the information 
revolution saying that: social media has contributed in spreading 
lies, misinformation, and distorted notions, the globalization of 
negative values, and the propagation of extremism. Western ex-
tremist groups in Europe and the US were among the very first 

groups to step into the cyber world. American "Dan Gannon" was 
first to establish an extremist website in December 1991 that 
shares racist white-supremacy ideas. Later in March 1995, setting 
up the first comprehensive extremist and hate propagandist web-
site, the "Stormfront" extremist American Christian group led by 
Don Black won—among many other groups—enormous publicity 
having Muslims, Jews, and people of color as their targets.

Since the late 1990s, the Islamic World has been in the same boat. 
Extremist groups have raided the internet, which has become a 
nest for those groups in both East and West. Now we witness the 
Third Digital Age where social media provided extremists with 
space to a great deal of cyber proliferation at lower risks.

Al-Shehri further discussed the internet features attracting ex-
tremist groups, disseminating and promoting their ideologies. The 
internet is the most rapidly growing and trending mass communi-
cation means among young people. There are no barriers between 
senders and receivers over the internet that ensures privacy and 
confidentiality. Consequently, takfirist ideology websites spread 
so widely that most extremist figures who influenced young peo-
ple were only known to the public via websites that promote their 
ideologies and polarize new followers.

Extremist Trends Matrix
Al-Shehri also analyzed the phases of extremist ideology forma-
tion online. He said: Extremist and terrorist groups keep exploiting 
social media and its capacities to widen the recruitment scope 
by reaching new segments and geographical areas, and bringing 
young people into the extremist route, which most probably leads 
to terrorism, through the following means:

First: Extensive flow of knowledge: This starts by targeted young 
people connecting with extremist websites and are thus exposed 
to regular flows of extensive messages that establish the basis for 
extremist group ideology, which aims at demolishing the ideolog-
ical convictions they hold and reconstructing new notions. These 
messages are usually short, thrilling, and consecutive, which 
would most likely confuse the targeted youth intellectually. At 
this point, extremist ideology relies on raking up books, shedding 
light on radical interpretations and fatwas, and applying them on 
current events.

Second: Causing a legitimate shock by shaking the receivers' 
ideology and beliefs: At this stage, notions encouraging young 
people to lead an ascetic life and warning them against socializing 
are promoted in order to establish an ideological basis that would 
facilitate utilizing those youth to deviate from society.

Third: Trendsetting and route fixation and reinforcement through 
new ideas: At this stage, targeted young people's tendencies to-
wards isolation, maintaining certain appearances, and vocalizing 
their views that go in line with the new mindset, resurface and are 
often clear to people close to them.

Fourth: Joining extremist organizations and speaking and acting 
in support of those organizations: At this stage, recruiters are keen 
to guide the targeted young people towards company alternatives 
in their own communities or online, in order to consolidate such 
new beliefs and radical tendencies.

CYBER EXTREMISM CHALLENGES AND 
COUNTER-APPROACHES
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LECTURES

Features of Cyber Extremism
Al-Shehri pointed out the new features of cyber extremism and on-
line extremist content propagated by extremist and terrorist groups:

• Roaring, overheated ideas despite their legitimate and ideo-
logical shallowness, and only making inciteful headlines 
similar to titles of adventure novels and action movies, such 
as: (Clanging of the Swords), (Flames of the Battle), (Nasheed 
of the Reluctant), and (Cubs of the Caliphate).

• Polarizing manifestations of resentment and rebellion and 
feeding them further into the youth.

• Using media and photos, and keen interest in art direction and 
powerful images of killings and destructive operations. Again, 
adding spirited anthems to photos of terrorists being killed 
or blown up, in the same spirit as electronic combat games 
popular amongst the young generation.

• Deploying Islamic figures who give pride and chivalry vibes 
and using slogans and epithets that Muslim leaders have been 
famous for throughout history. Perhaps this explains why ISIS 
incorporates the image of the Prophet's seal on its flag, why 
they name their states and offices the way they do, and why 
they have minted the Islamic dinar.

• Seducing young people, who are yet to mature personali-
ty-wise, with the idea of self-purging of sins, affiliation to 
extremist/terrorist groups, and suicide attacks.

• Using inciteful verbiage for further psychological mobilization 
of supporters and sympathizers, demolition of the political 
and religious convictions people hold defamation of opposing 
scholars and preachers, and character assassination of polit-
ical and intellectual figures.

Challenges and Recommendations
Al-Shehri highlighted the most imposing challenges of combating 
cyber extremism, including the slow diagnosis of bureaucracies, 
the poor legislative accompaniment and community engagement, 
stereotyping official institutional efforts in countering cyber ex-
tremism, the widening gap between generations, addressing the 
symptoms rather than the crux and roots of the problem.

He then presented some recommendations for countering cyber 
extremism, most importantly are:

• Supporting and promoting critical thinking amongst the youth 
in order to immunize them against extremism;

• International cooperation in legislation, and blocking extrem-
ist websites;

• Identifying the characteristics of the segments targeted 
through the rhetoric of violent and extremist groups, and de-
veloping relevant preventive programs based on a scientific 
approach that accommodates political and religious issues 
with honesty and transparency;

• Investigating the persuasive devices used by extremist fig-
ures, and fighting them via scientific evidence and methodol-
ogy instead of traditional means;

• The coordination of joint work programs to contribute to the 
implementation of the efforts of government and community 
institutions in cyber extremism risk education;

• Creating moderate websites that combat cyber extremism 
and polarize young people, on which academic institutions, 
such as universities and research centers, rely on;

• Encouraging efforts of establishing moderate intellectual 
projects, in order to understand the concerns of young gen-
erations and conduct debates and seminars to discuss the 
intellectual origins of radicalization;

• Establishing independent think tanks to investigate and an-
alyze emerging ideologies, and organize scholarly activities, 
such as specialized research, studies, and seminars regard-
ing resorting to decision-makers and utilizing their decisions.

Debates and Discussions
Dr. Mansour Al-Qarni, Head of Ideology Department at IMCTC and 
moderator of the event, then introduced the virtual cells in cyber-
space, comparing them to sleeper cells when it comes to terrorist 
operations. These cells can influence the public opinion via anony-
mous platforms and assert the presence of extremist and terrorist 
groups.

Brigadier-General Dr. Mustafa Ibrahim Suwaisi, Delegate of Libya 
to IMCTC, called for the differentiation between two types of cyber 
terrorism: the first, which is discreet and unidentified, aims at 
network sabotage, subversion of institutions and the disruption 
of their work; while the second, which is disclosed and identified, 
propagates extremist and terrorist ideologies online and seeks to 
recruit more followers. The fight against each type requires differ-
ent methodologies and strategies.

Brigadier-General Rashid Mohammed Al-Dhaheri, Delegate of the 
United Arab Emirates to IMCTC, asked about the impact of social 
audio applications and how to protect people from the terrorist 
ideology disseminated on those platforms. Al Shehri answered 
saying that this is the latest technology, which has been integrated 
by Twitter, and it makes room for forming and changing convic-
tions as well as disseminating bad ideas.

Dr. Farhat Horchani, IMCTC Advisor, concluded by affirming that 
globalization is the key element that changed the face of terror-
ism and counter-terrorism techniques. Technical solutions are no 
longer enough to face this dilemma since technology is constantly 
evolving. He spelled out that intellectual basis is the key pillar to 
combating violent extremism and terrorism in view of the contra-
diction between the technological progress and intellectual and 
cultural lag.

- 9 - Islamic Military Counter Terrorism Coalition



EFFORTS OF IMCTC MEMBER COUNTRIES

BRUNEI SAFE OASIS IN TURBULENT REGION                                                      A MODERN HISTORY FREE OF TERRORISM

The Nation of Brunei Darussalam is located in the northwest of the 
island of Borneo in the South China Sea, Southeast Asia, divided 
between Malaysia and Indonesia. The official capital is Bandar Seri 
Begawan, home to all government services. Brunei's development 
and wealth derive from the export of oil and natural gas that make 
up the main source of national income.

IDYLLICALLY SAFE IN THE EYE OF THE STORM
Southeast Asian countries trudge through a spate of terrorist 
threats. Many local and transnational terrorist groups and orga-
nizations perniciously mushroom across the region, such as JA-
MAAT ANSAR AL-KHILAFA AND JAMAAT ANSAR AL-DAWLA, which 
are two ISIS-affiliated networks in Indonesia; they carried out 
many vicious attacks. Equally important, Malaysia also thwarted 
several terrorist attacks and paralyzed terrorist cells.
Fortunately, the Nation of Brunei Darussalam was cordoned off 
from all such terrorist activities; it was not even listed in the annual 
reports of the Global Terrorism Index (GTI). While some countries 
across the region have been sustaining for decades much ethnic 
and religious turmoil, Brunei has maintained stability, security and 
peace; Brunei is one of the top countries with low crime rate and 
violence be it political, economic, religious or ethnic. For decades, 
Brunei has not experienced any manifestations of turmoil; none of 
such hardship is expected to sneak into the near future of Brunei. 
The US State Department has described the capital, Bandar Seri 
Begawan, as a safe, low-threat terrorist destination.
The Nation of Brunei has no recent history record of terrorism, no 
homegrown terrorist organizations or groups. Again, it has shown 
no support or sympathy for transnational terrorists. However, the 
threat of transnational terrorism remains lurking somewhere. By 
the same token, indiscriminate terrorist attacks can sneak into the 
country overnight. Such a threat cannot be brushed aside or down-
played; it slinks off from the vulnerable and porous areas. With 
this in mind, the Bruneian Government takes proactive measures 
to confront potential threats to remain intact. 

BRUNEI AT GTI
The Global Terrorism Index (GTI) measures the direct and indirect 
impact of terrorism, including effects on lost lives, injuries, property 
damage, and subsequent psychological effects, providing an alpha-
betical country-based ranking list according to the impact of terror-
ism on a scale from (0) with no impact, to (10) the highest impact.

The GTI (2016-2019) provides a close interpretation of the situation 
of the Nation of Brunei Darussalam. Impressively enough, Brunei 
was not flagged by the GTI over the 2016-2019 lifetime. Although 
other countries in the immediate vicinity were ensnared by ter-
rorism, Brunei remained idyllically safe and peaceful. Several 
neighboring countries were marked high at the GTI: the Philippines 
7.137 points, ranking (9); Thailand 6.029 points, ranking (18); 
Myanmar 5.521 points, ranking (26); Indonesia 5.07 points, ranking 
(35); Malaysia 2.495 points, ranking (74) and Vietnam 0.999 points, 
ranking (97) globally.

ANTI-EXTREMISM BEDROCK
Structural and organizational factors have cemented and bol-
stered the Bruneian Government to better combat violent extrem-
ism and counter terrorism. Set as a safety valve, such actions nip 
in the bud the impact of the transnational calls of terrorist groups. 
Pivotal pillars, inter alia, that buttress counterterrorism efforts 
include:

1. Domestic Laws and Regulations
Brunei has civil and Islamic legislation, applied in perfect harmony 
and in concert to impeccably maintain internal security. In Brunei, 
two main civil law enforcement agencies operate in tandem: the 
Royal Police Force (RBPF) and the Homeland Security Department 
(BISD), which are both entrusted and mandated at a large scale to 
address national security concerns, such as terrorism, organized 
crime, smuggling, trafficking, and domestic threats. As such, 
legislation, laws and security agencies can control the domestic 
situation in an immaculately safe manner.
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2. Demographics
Sectarian, ethnic, tribal, religious and class differences and 
conflicts in any region have always been a breeding ground for 
extremism, violence and terrorism, especially when the interrela-
tionship between the components of the social fabric is unhealthy 
and unbalanced, glaringly causing conflict in interests.

• Religion: the majority of the population in Brunei is Muslims, 
with a minority of denominations, such as Buddhists and 
Christians. 

• Ethnicity: Most of the population is of Malay ethnicity, with a 
Chinese minority, and less than that of the indigenous popu-
lation.

• Culture: the predominant culture is Malawi of a conservative 
Islamic nature.

• Language: the widely used and common language is Malay.

3) Economic Factors
It is one of the main factors contributory to spreading violent ex-
tremism and terrorism, given the general frustration and anger 
yoked together with the economic collapse. Remarkably, Brunei 
has a strong global and regional economy; it has achieved an ad-
vanced global position in indicators of well-being, par excellence. 
For example, the GDP per capita in Brunei is high vis-à-vis the world 
counterparts; the average per capita income is more than $76,000 
per annum, and the unemployment rate is remarkably low.

4) Administrative Factor

Brunei has crossed administrative failure, corruption and repres-
sion over, making it rank high at international performance indi-
cators. It ranked at an advanced position among countries in the 
human development index and at a high rate of the literacy index, 
according to UNESCO (96+%). At the crime rate index, Brunei has 
achieved a low rate globally. In terms of health and social services, 
Brunei is a well-developed welfare state; Bruneian citizens receive 

basic medical and dental free-of-charge care through a network of 
government polyclinics and centers across the country. More so, 
regular field visits are organized and made to remote rural areas 
by the Flying Doctor Service of the Government.

5) Global Counterterrorism Partnership 
Brunei contributed to many regional and international organi-
zations; it was an active party to such programs and sessions, 
such as the regional counterterrorism work group in Southeast 
Asia, notably contributing to the global counterterrorism efforts. 
One key partnership, among several others, is the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), which Brunei joined in 1984. 
ASEAN is an organization of ten regional countries; one main 
objective, inter alia, is to establish peace and stability across the 
region. The ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) supports dialogue and 
consultation on political and security issues, especially regional 
counterterrorism activities.
Under the umbrella of the said regional partnership, Brunei en-
hances the capacity of law enforcement and intelligence agencies, 
and to enhance cooperation in intelligence and information sharing 
to address terrorism and transnational crimes, such as the illegal 
arms trade, drug smuggling, human trafficking and goods smug-
gling. It also promotes cooperation and legal frameworks for the 
prosecution and extradition of terrorists, and close cooperation in 
accordance with bilateral and multilateral agreements and trea-
ties to better prevent terrorist attacks and act against the perpe-
trators of such horrendous acts.
All the aforementioned factors alongside the plans and methods 
adopted have had an impact on the Nation of Brunei Darussalam, 
nestling and snuggling in peace while steer clear of the regional 
and global ripple effect of terrorism. However, the threat of ter-
rorism, the schemes of terrorist groups, and indiscriminate oper-
ations require due and constant vigilance to best combat violent 
extremism and terrorism that comes into play as a corollary that 
lurks just round the corner.

BRUNEI SAFE OASIS IN TURBULENT REGION                                                      A MODERN HISTORY FREE OF TERRORISM
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Colonel Abdoulayee Ndiolene assumed responsibilities 
at IMCTC as off January 20 of 2022 as Delegate of the 
Republic of Senegal. He joined the rest of IMCTC Member 
States Delegates, bringing the number of States that sent 
their delegates to twenty-seven states.

Major-General Al-Moghedi received Senegal’s Delegate, 
wishing him every success in carrying out his duties. He 
also commended the significant role Member States Del-
egates play in supporting his counter-terrorism efforts 
and initiatives.

Sudan delegates to IMCTC on January 2, 2022 held a 
ceremony commemorating the 66th anniversary of in-
dependence of their country on January 1, 1956 in the 
presence of IMCTC Secretary General, IMCTC Member 
States delegates and affiliates.
To this occasion, Sudan delegates displayed a presen-
tation on Sudan, which included its economic, deve-
lopmental, geographical, and demographical aspects. 
IMCTC congratulated Sudan on its anniversary, and 
wished the Sudanese government and people security 
and prosperity.

COMMAND AND STAFF COLLEGE DELEGATION VISITS IMCTC

SENEGAL DELEGATE AT IMCTC

IMCTC CONGRATULATES SUDAN ON INDEPENDENCE DAY

A high-profile delegation from the Command and Staff College visited IMCTC in Riyadh on January 24 of 2022. The delegation included 
students from several countries enrolled to obtain their master's degrees in military science. They learned about the IMCTC counter-ter-
rorism efforts, and toured IMCTC sections and departments.


